Arguments for and against annexation of Hawaii to the United States taken from the May 17, 1898 Report of the Committee on Foreign Affairs Report on H.Res 259 (House Report 1355, 55th Congress, 2d session):
· Too remote, too costly to defend

· Strategic location to secure U.S. fleet and coastline

· No protests by any other government

· Unconstitutional method of increasing domain

· Commercial interests

· Hawaii is too small and weak to maintain independence

· American people not consulted

· Not militarily necessary

· “Cordial consent” of both governments

· Hawaiian people not consulted

· Secure independence of Hawaiian people with policy rather than takeover

· “Outpost of Americanism against increasing Asiatic invasion” (this means an American presence will prevent a country like Japan from attacking)

· Not commercially necessary

Directions: 

Place these arguments in the appropriately marked boxes below. Which arguments are FOR annexation (that Hawaii should become a U.S. territory) and which arguments are AGAINST annexation (that Hawaii should remain independent)?
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