Blackbirding
Do Now:
1. What are the six categories of foreigners that came to Oceania?
_____________________________, ______________________________, _______________________________, _____________________________, ______________________________, _______________________________, 
2. Copy down the definition of “blackbirding.”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Using context clues found in the sentence, what do you think ‘coercion’ means?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Copy down the definition of “coercion:”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Based on the definitions for questions one and three, explain what blackbirding must mean in your own words.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Blackbirding Story from Oceania

In June 1863 about 350 people were living Kolomaile, a village on a small island in Tonga. Captain Thomas James McGrath of the Tasmanian whaler Grecian, having decided that the new slave trade was more profitable than whaling, arrived at the atoll and invited the islanders on board for trading. But once almost half of the population was on board, the ship's doors and rooms were locked, and the ship sailed away. 144 persons would never return. The Grecian also tried to take slaves from the Lau group, but was unsuccessful. McGrath captured 30 other people from an island in Tonga, and his goal was to take the islanders to Peru and sell them as slaves.
 Near the Cook Islands, the Grecian encountered another slave ship, the General Prim. Its captain was willing to take over the 174 Tongans and quickly return to Peru, where it arrived on 19 July. Meanwhile, the Peruvian government was under pressure from foreign powers and was shocked that its labor plan had turned into a slave trade. The islanders on board General Prim, and other ships were not allowed to land. They were transferred to other ships chartered by the Peruvian government to return them to their homeland. They intended to return the stolen laborers.
By the time the captured Tongans finally left on October 2nd, 1863, many of the Tongans had already died or were dying from contagious diseases. The caption of the return ship thought that he was being underpaid to return the Tongans, and he dumped them on uninhabited Cocos Island, an island off the coast of Costa Rica. He later claimed that the 426 kanakas were affected with smallpox and a danger to his crew. When the whaler Active visited the island on 21 October, its crew found some 200 Tongans still alive. A month later the Peruvian warship Tumbes went to rescue the remaining 38 survivors and took them to Paita, a city in Peru, where they were apparently absorbed into the local population.

Meanwhile in Tonga, king George Tupou I, having heard of these events, sent three ships to Kolomaile to rescue the remaining 200 islanders, so they would be safe from future attacks. 

Questions: Answer the questions below in at least two sentences. Reference the reading above if you are stumped. 

1. In this historical reading, who was the main blackbirder, and how did he coerce laborers?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What happened to the captured Tongans?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Why wasn’t the General Prim allowed to land in Peru?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think the Tongans were able to survive being dropped on Cocos Island?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Ethics is a branch of philosophy concerned with what counts as right and wrong behavior. Do you think Blackbirding is ethical (meaning ‘right behavior’)? Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. What do you think would be one social effect of blackbirding in Oceania?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

