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Divergent: Week 3
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

2/17 – 2/21
Name: ____________________________________________
Identifying Themes in Literature

                 

DO NOW: The Boy Who Cried Wolf…
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A young shepherd boy had a habit of shouting that there were wolves nearby. On each occasion, his frightful neighbors scurried to protect their animals, and came to his aid. Unfortunately, the boy was lying each time and his neighbors grew frustrated. His neighbors began assuming he was always lying, and refused to come to his aid. When wolves actually appeared, the boy learned a painful, yet valuable lesson….
Lesson:  ___________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Moral of the Story=THEME
Theme: the ______________________ of a story or the author’s _______________________.

I. Themes ___________________across novels

II. Several ___________________ can exist in a single novel
III. Themes ______________over the course of a story
	I. Themes vary across novels  (Identify the theme for both pieces of literature)
Zero: 
Lady or the Tiger:


	II. Several themes can exist in a single novel  (Identify two different themes for the same novel)
The Outsiders Theme #1:
The Outsiders Theme #2:



	III. Themes change over the course of a story 
How would the theme of The Outsiders have changed if Johnny and Ponyboy hadn’t rescued the kids from the burning church?



Last Tip*   Think BIG picture….not SMALL picture    


Sample Story: Tim hated his old baseball glove. He wanted to play with a new glove, but he didn’t have any money, so he decided to steal it. But when Tim got caught stealing the glove, his parents said he couldn’t play baseball all summer.

Correct “BIG PICTURE” Answer

Theme: The lesson of the story is that if you want something, you should work for it.
Wrong “SMALL PICTURE” Answer

Theme: Tim shouldn’t steal.
__________________________________________________

Identifying Theme
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Directions: Identify the theme of the Pixar short film ‘Boundin’. In other words, what life-lesson or moral did the creators of the video want us to take away?
Theme:

What events in the story led you to believe this was the theme?

How can this short film influence the way you navigate middle school?

HAPTER 18: Comprehension Questions  (pages 227-241)





Directions: Be sure to follow the unique directions for each rectangle. 
	Prompt
	 Answer

	1. How does the stage two simulation that Dauntless initiates face work?       p.230- 231
?
	

	2. Draw an illustration to the right that depicts what Tris experiences in the simulation.  
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	3. Tris tells Four that she isn’t really afraid of crows.  
p. 239-240

Infer what she might be afraid of?
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__________________________________________________

DO NOW (Thursday) 
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Brainstorm possible themes for Divergent     
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-
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-
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Identifying Themes Practice   







      
Directions: read each short story and determine the theme or message in the story.  Remember that a good answer will focus on big world lessons, not small world details of the story.

Even though they were sisters, Suzie and June were nothing alike.  If Suzie wanted to jump rope, June wanted to play hopscotch.  If June wanted to watch soap operas, Suzie wanted to watch talk shows.  Tensions rose to the point that the girls could no longer stand one another’s company.  It seemed that they had nothing in common, until the day that progress reports came out.  While riding the bus home from school, the girls—startled by how upset the other looked—realized that they were both failing a subject.  Suzie was failing math and June was failing reading.  Since both girls wanted to pass their classes, they got to talking and agreed to help one another.  So everyday after school for the next few weeks, Suzie tutored June in reading and then June tutored Suzie in math.  By the time report cards came were distributed, Suzie and June were passing all of their classes.  The girls were delighted, but their mother was happiest of all.  Not just because her daughters passed their classes, but because they had learned to be good sisters.

1.  What is the theme of this story? ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
All Victor ever wanted to do with his life was be a singer.  He didn’t pay attention in school and he spent all of his time at home watching music videos online and impersonating his idols.  His mother tried to teach him the value of getting an education and having a backup plan, but Victor would respond the same way every time, “Mom, I won’t need to know any of that boring old stuff when I’m famous.  You’ll see.”  But there was one major problem with Victor’s plan: he wasn’t any good at singing.  Victor wanted to be a singer so badly, that he didn’t notice the pained look on the faces of those who endured his singing.  Because he wanted to be a singer so badly, when honest people told him to find something else to do with his life, he accused them of being “jealous haters” and ignored their advice.  After Victor dropped out of high school to focus on his music career, the years passed and the doors never opened.      

1.  What is the theme of this story? ____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? __________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER 19: Comprehension Questions (pages 242-251) 




Directions: Be sure to follow the unique directions for each rectangle. 
	Prompt
	 Answer

	1. Design a News Paper headline that attracts a reader to the ‘Abnegation controversy’ story.  
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	2. On page 245, Will says sharply to Tris, “Hey. They’re not all bad.”

Who is he referring to? And do you agree or disagree?
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	3. Draw a picture of the OLD Tris and the NEW Tris described on page 246.  
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Does her appearance change the way you feel about her as a character?  How so?

?

	                           OLD                                                                    NEW
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



CHAPTER 18: Comprehension Questions  (pages 251-261)                                       
Directions: Be sure to follow the unique directions for each rectangle. 
	Prompt
	 Answer

	1. Draw an illustration to the right that depicts what Tris experiences in the simulation the second time. 
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	2. How does Four react to Tris’s second simulation?    P.255 
?

	

	31. You are a detective looking to solve the murder case of Tori’s brother.                     P. 258-259
Which of Tori’s quotes might help you solve the case? Write the quote in the space to the right.
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	   “
                           .” (Roth, pg. ______)



Theme Cheat Sheet
I. Themes vary across novels

II. Several themes can exist in a single novel
III. Themes change over the course of a story
Think BIG picture…not SMALL picture

Themes of Divergent
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Directions: Using what you have read thus far, determine the theme of Divergent.

Theme #1:

Theme #2:

Theme #1:  What events in the story led you to believe this was the theme?

How can reading Divergent influence the way you navigate middle school and life in general?

