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Notes:&QuesGons/Main&Ideas:&

What&is&the&Mamala&Hoe&
Kanawai?&What&does&it&mean&
in&English?&
&
&
&
&
&
What&does&the&law&do?&
&
&
&
&
&
&
How&did&Kamehameha&get&
the&idea&for&this&new&law?&
&
&
&
&
What&is&the&purpose&of&the&
law?&
&
&
&
&
&
&



Name:&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&& &&&&&&& & &&&Date:&&&&&&&&&&&&& & & & & & Period:&

&

Mamala Hoe Kanawai R.A.F.T. 
When%given%a%R.A.F.T.%assignment,%its%important%empathize%with%your%character.%
Try%to%put%yourself%in%their%shoes!%Think%as%they%think,%feel%as%they%feel,%and%write%
as%they%would%write.%%
&

Role:&Kamehameha&

Audience:&His&Unified&Hawaiian&Kingdom&

Format:&Speech&

Topic:&Why&did&you&decide&to&introduce&this&new&law,&even&though&it’s&not&favorable&to&your&position&as&

an&ali’i?&Be&sure&to&include&the&story&of&the&Splintered&Paddle&and&how&this&factored&into&your&decision.&&
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Name:_____________________________________________'Date:_________________________'Period:'_______________'
'

King'Kamehameha'I'Questions'
'

For'the'questions'below,'answer'the'questions'in'at'least'ONE$complete'sentence'using'your'
reading.'

'
1. What'is'a'monarchy?'

'
'
'
'

2. What'is'an'absolute'monarchy?'
'
'
'
'

3. What'is'a'monarch?'
'
'
'
'

4. Who'was'the'first'monarch'of'Hawai’i?'
'
'
'
'

5. Why'did'King'Kamehameha'think'that'the'Kapu'System'was'so'important?'
'
'
'
'
'

6. How'did'King'Kamehameha'spend'his'last'days?'
'
'
'
'
'
'

7. Why'was'it'so'important'to'hūnākele'King'Kamehameha’s'bones?'
'
'
'
'
'



Opinion'Questions:'For'the'questions'below,'answer'the'questions'in'at'least'THREE$complete'
sentences'using'your'reading'as'a'reference.'
'

8. Why'do'you'think'Kamehameha'decided'to'start'an'absolute'monarchy?'What'are'some'
advantages'King'Kamehameha'gained'by'creating'an'absolute'monarchy?'
'

'
'
'
'
'

9. What'do'you'think'would'have'happened'if'King'Kamehameha'had'decided'to'create'a'
different'from'of'government?'
'
'
'
'
'
'

10. What'kind'of'king'was'Kamehameha?'Make'sure'to'use'creative'adjectives'to'describe'
his'reign.'

'
'
'
'



 
You’re the reporter. As a reporter, you’re given a short news briefing 
based on which you will be participating in a press conference with King 
Kamehameha. Ask “hard-hitting” questions if you are called on (questions 
that will pressure King Kamehameha). Be sure to focus on his intentions or 
purposes for making the decisions that he did. You want to peek inside the 
mind of King Kamehameha and then inform newspaper readers of what 
you discover. Read the news briefing below, and then brainstorm some 
questions you’d like to ask once the news conference begins. 

 
News Briefing: 

 
After he unified the islands, Kamehameha strengthened his control by strictly 
enforcing the kapu system. Kamehameha also began to organize his government 
to maintain the peace.  
 
He made captured chiefs part of his government. By making them a part of the 
government, the chiefs would keep their power and help make sure the people 
followed the kapu. Kamehameha kept some of the restless chiefs near his court. 
 
He made people he trusted complete governors of the various islands. For 
example, John Young became governor of Hawai`i and Ke`eaumoku became 
governor of Maui. The governors watched over the chiefs and regularly reported 
back to Kamehameha to get orders or give progress reports. 
 
 All of these decisions helped Kamehameha rule his entire kingdom from one 
place. Even though he couldn’t be on all the islands at once, he was still able to 
make sure people followed the kapu and obeyed the commands of the ali`i. 
 
 
Possible Questions: What questions will you ask King Kamehameha in 
order to figure out his decision-making process? 
 
1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
6. 
 
7. 



Next, during the news conference, you need to quickly take notes on what 
King Kamehameha says to use in your article that you will be writing. Make 
sure that your notes are complete! 
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________________________________________________________________ 



Your readers are clamoring to know what Kamehameha’s reasoning was 
for the decisions that he made. The newspaper you’re working for wants 
an article that is 2 paragraphs. They are asking for the first paragraph to 
summarize the decisions that Kamehameha made. In the second 
paragraph, describe Kamehameha’s reasons for making these decisions. 
Make sure to be creative and write with style! 
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