You’re The Reporter

 As a reporter, you’re given a short news briefing based on which you will be participating in a press conference with King Kamehameha III. Ask “hard-hitting” questions. For today’s press conference, you should focus on Kamehameha III’s decision to move to a Constitutional Monarchy. Be sure to focus on the reasons why Kamehameha III switched the government to a Constitutional Monarchy.
News Briefing:

It was during the reign of Kauikeaouli (Kamehameha III) that Hawaii moved from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy. 
While king, Kamehameha III was facing pressure from other nations, kingdoms, and countries. In order to protect Hawaii from other, more powerful, governments, and in an attempt to protect the rights of the Hawaiian people, Kamehameha III passed both the Declaration of Rights in 1839 and the Constitution of 1840. These are the documents that made the switch to a constitutional monarchy legal.
The Declaration of Rights served to protect individual rights of both the maka’ainana and ali’i, while the Constitution of 1840 set up different branches of the government. It is very interesting to note that Kamehameha III, in passing a Declaration of Rights and a constitution, gave up a significant amount of his own power over the Hawaiian Kingdom. Now, rather than ruling with absolute power, Kamehameha III, chiefs, and even common citizens all had to follow the same set of rules. 

Possible Questions: What questions will you ask Kamehameha III?
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
Next, during the news conference, you need to quickly take notes on what Kamehameha III says to use in your article that you will be writing. Make sure that your notes are complete!
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Your readers are clamoring for a story! The newspaper you’re working for wants a one paragraph article outlining the sequence of events from the news briefing that summarizes the events and outlines Kamehameha III’s reasoning for switching to a constitutional monarchy.
TITLE:_____________________________________________
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