Effects of Kamehameha III (Kauikeaouli)

*KEEP THIS READING!

Directions: Read the article carefully.  In this reading you will find the major effects of Kamehameha III’s reign.  Pick TWO colors of highlighter (or pen) and underline or highlight all of the CAUSES in one color and the EFFECTS in another color.  You will them use these to fill in two multi-flow maps.
OVERVIEW

Following the death of Kamehameha II, Kauikeaouli became the king of Hawaii in 1825 at the age of ten. He would eventually rule Hawaii for 29 years and have a longlasting legacy throughout Hawaiian History. His major decisions are education, instituting a constitutional monarchy, and the Great Mahele.

EDUCATION

After the missionaries educated him, Kauikeaouli took education very seriously.  He believed education would prepare his people for the changes that would come.  
( By 1830, schools were build on every island to teach his people how to read and write in Hawaiian.
( In 1839, the Royal School in Honolulu was built to educate the Ali’i children.

( In 1840, Hawaii’s government provided free public education for it’s people and required that all children attend school
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CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY

During the reign of Kamehameha III, foreigners began putting a lot of pressure on the king.  To help organize his kingdom and to make Hawaii similar (and hopefully equal) to other powerful countries, Kauikeaouli signed the Declaration of Rights in 1839 and the Constitution of 1840.  These documents protected the rights of the maka’ainana as well as the ali’i and set up different roles within the government.  Since everyone, including the king and chiefs, had to follow these rules, Hawaii changed from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional monarchy.
BRITISH TAKEOVER

One example of foreign pressure on Hawaii happened in 1843.  After disappointing talks with Kamehameha III, Captain George Paulet of the British Navy took over the Hawaiian Kingdom in February 1843.  He did this because he believed that Kauikeaouli was not protecting the rights and property of the British businessmen on the islands.  Six months later in July of 1843, British Admiral Richard Thomas restored Hawaii’s independence and gave the kingdom back to Kauikeaouli.

THE GREAT MAHELE

Another effect of foreign pressure was the Mahele (Land Division) of 1848.  Foreign businessmen had been renting land from the king for years but most wanted to OWN the land for themselves.  The idea of owning land was strange to the Hawaiians, who believe that the ‘aina (land) belonged to the gods and that people only took care of the land.  Afraid that another country might try to take over Hawaii, Kauikeaouli divided the land in Hawaii anyway.  After the land was divided, the 1848 Mahele made it possible for the king, chiefs, maka’ainana and foreigners to own land.  While this law helped the foriegners of Hawaii, it basically dispossessed the Hawaiians of their land.
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CONCLUSION
During Kauikeaouli’s 29 years as king, Hawaii saw many changes and experienced many problems.  Foriegners gained more power in the government, tens of thousands of Hawaiians died of diseases and there was a constant threat that another country could take over Hawaii.  Towards the end of his reign, Kauikeaouli considered joining  (or being annexed) to Great Britain because he wanted protection from that powerful country.  However, Kamehameha III died in 1854 before plans could be finalized.
