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Kuleana Act of 1850
One of the notable provisions of the Great Mahele was the Kuleana Act (1850).[12]
Under this provision, commoners were allowed to petition for title (ownership) to land that they cultivated and lived on (kuleana). However, it also abolished the right to cultivate (farm) land on the larger, common lands of the ahupuaʻa. This land went to the chief, the crown, or the government.

Ownership of land was a previously unknown concept for the commoners, and many did not understand the need to make a claim for land on which they already worked. Communication about the Kuleana Act depended upon word-of-mouth or the ability to read the written word. Many Native Hawaiians were not literate enough to become aware of these rules. Making a claim also required money for a pre-claim land survey. It was required that two witnesses state the person had worked the land.[13] 
Lack of knowledge about the provisions in the law led to relatively few kuleana being claimed, about 18,000, 3 acre plots total.[14]
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[15] As a result, common native Hawaiians were often restricted to small pieces of land, while members of higher classes and aliʻi obtained rights to most of the land. Due to lagging effect of western diseases, and tax sales many commoners lost this property. Kuleana land not claimed was taken away from those who lived there. Plots of land went onto the open market and were sold to those who could afford it. Those who could afford the land were often foreigners. 
Directions: Answer the questions below while reading, or after reading, the passage above. 

1. What were the general provisions (rules) put into place with the passing of the Kuleana Act of 1850?
2. What were Hawaiians required to prove to keep their kuleana? 
3. Why did many Native Hawaiians ultimately lose their land after the passing of the Kuleana Act?
4. How did foreigners benefit from the Kuleana Act? How did this change the landscape of Hawaii forever?
Multiple Perspectives
Directions:  Respond to the reporters question as if you were the characters below. Be sure to be historically accurate and to consider their unique perspectives and experiences. Be creative! 

Kuleana Act of 1850
Common Native Hawaiian
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Kuleana Act of 1850
Foreign Farmer
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Reporter:  (2 complete sentences per question)


Why were you not prepared for the passing of the Kuleana Act of 1850?























How did the passing of the Kuleana Act change your and your families’ lives?








                                             





Reporter:  (2 complete sentences per question)


How were you so prepared for the passing of the Kuleana Act ?























How did the passing of the Kuleana Act help you achieve your dream of owning a plantation in Hawaii?








                                             








