Name: _______________________________ Period: ____________ Date: _______________________


Week 4 Comprehension Questions:

The Pilot

1. Why do you think Colonel John Lansdale was satisfied with Tibbets answers to his questions? How might the outcome have changed if Tibbets was dishonest in his answers?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Swiss Deal

2. Based on what you know about Carl Eifler’s personality, why do you think they opted to go with Moe Berg instead of him to complete the next mission?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Implosion

I Hear America Singing

  I hear America singing, the varied carols I hear,

  Those of mechanics, each one singing his as it should be blithe and strong,

  The carpenter singing his as he measures his plank or beam,

  The mason singing his as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work,

  The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat, the deckhand

      singing on the steamboat deck,

  The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench, the hatter singing as

      he stands,

  The wood-cutter's song, the ploughboy's on his way in the morning,

      or at noon intermission or at sundown,

  The delicious singing of the mother, or of the young wife at work,

      or of the girl sewing or washing,

  Each singing what belongs to him or her and to none else,

  The day what belongs to the day—at night the party of young

      fellows, robust, friendly,

  Singing with open mouths their strong melodious songs.

3. This is a poem from Walt Whitman’s book of poetry, Leaves of Grass.  The author, Walt Whitman, wrote many poems like this, expressing his love for the American way of life.  Why is this ironic that Ted Hall would pick this book of poetry to set up meetings to share secrets, betraying his country?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Falling Stars
4. Now that we know that the Germans are no where near achieving a self-sustaining atomic reactor, who are we now in a race with to build an atomic bomb? There were many clues saying that they would be our next competition, what were the main clues?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Land of Enchantment
5.  In your opinion, do you think they should have tested or not tested the plutonium bomb?  Write a Power Paragraph that justifies your answer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Trinity

6. Why wouldn’t you know if fifty pounds of explosives went off in your lap?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Test Shot

7. How does Leslie Groves benefit from the success of the “Trinity”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.  What is the mood at the end of this chapter?  State a piece of evidence on why you feel this way.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Little Boy

9.  Why did the hut need to be air-conditioned? (p.190)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Why was it so difficult for Tibbets to take off? (p.191-192)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
