Working Conditions on the sugar plantation
Camps where workers lived were dirty, filthy, and unsanitary. Workers often complained of inadequate wages, poor housing, abusive plantation foreman (luna), strict plantation police, and isolation. Plantation work was extremely difficult since it involved planting, hoeing, and carrying sugar cane. Workers were not used to this rigid, punishing working schedule.  Where they came from, they did not have to work as many hours and were not subject to a strict system, where the luna went around with a black whip and forced them to work hard for so many hours. The luna was backed by a police force capable of breaking down worker’s resistance.
Sugar plantation owners adopted a “divide and rule” policy where they pitted workers of different ethnicities against each other in order to keep wages down. One of the main ways they did this was by separating their workers into groups by race. There were Japanese camps, Chinese camps, Filipino camps, Puerto Rican camps, etc. If one ethnic group went on strike, another ethnic group would be brought in to replace them. Living arrangements, job assignments, and wages were based on ethnicity. Whites were higher paid, and assigned supervisory positions. like the plantation police. The non-white workers were lower paid and had to do the backbreaking work in the fields. 
Workers used many different tactics in order to get better working conditions. Their tactics included disobedience such as working more slowly and purposely being lazy and doing a bad job. Workers took turns looking out for the luna as their friends stopped working, smoked, and talked. They sometimes even resorted to violence like committing arson and assaulting the luna. 
Striking was another way workers tried to improve their working conditions. In 1909, Japanese workers went on strike to demand higher wages and an end to the being paid a lower wage because of their ethnicity. In response, plantation owners started bringing in workers from the Philippines to replace them. 

In 1920, a larger, more organized strike occurred in Oahu. This time both Japanese AND Filipino workers went on strike to demand higher wages. After six months, the strike ended with workers receiving higher wages that were equal to the other ethnic groups. 
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